[Pericardial defect with atrial herniation].
Pericardial defects are rare in childhood and outcome is usually benign. Patients can be asymptomatic, but they may experience vague chest pain, angina, myocardial ischemia, emboli, and arrhythmia and some cases of sudden death have even been described in the literature. We report the case of a 3-month-old girl who, in the context of an episode of fever, underwent chest X-ray examination, which showed a left heart border anomaly. This finding strongly suggested a congenital partial pericardial defect, which was subsequently confirmed by other techniques. The interest of this case lies in the ability of the pediatrician to establish a presumptive diagnosis by examining the chest X-ray. We conclude by stressing the need for a high degree suspicion for congenital heart anomalies because of the life-threatening nature of some partial pericardial defects, which can lead to left-ventricular herniation.